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Chairman  of  Health  Committee. 

Councillor  W.  P.  BOOTH.  J.P. 

* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE,  D.S.O.,  M.C.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

DAVID  J.  W.  ROBERTSON,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M  Inst.P.C., 
Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

Medical  Officer’s  Clerk  and  Billeting  Officer. 

W.  A.  PEARSON. 

Public  Health  Clerks. 

MISS  B.  MULLETT.  MISS  G.  WILLIAMS. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1945. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  20,970. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  5,736. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £325. 

Rateable  Value,  £83,748. 

General  Rate,  18/-  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate,  15.78. 

Death  Rate,  11.39. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births,  51.36. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  0. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  8;  From  other  Tuber 
culosis  Diseases,  6. 

Tuberculosis  Dea+h  Rate:  Pulmonary,  0.38;  Non-Pulmonary,  0.28 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGLEY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1945  and  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  as  indicated  in  Circular  28/46. 

The  year  saw  the  welcome  cessation  of  hostilities  on  all 
fronts,  and  the  return  of  your  officers  to  normal  peace-time  duties. 
Hopes  were  therefore  raised  for  an  early  return  to  full-time  pre¬ 
war  Public  Health  activities,  particularly  in  the  field  of  Housing. 
I  make  further  observations  on  this  subject  in  the  body  of  my 
Report.  What  remained  of  the  year  after  the  War  ended  did  not 
give  any  time  for  positive  results  in  local  Public  Health  aspirations. 

As  a  result  of  a  war  of  such  wide  devastation  with  its  resultant 
reduction  of  physical  resistance  in  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the 
Continental  areas  the  possibility  of  widespread  outbreaks  of 
epidemic  disease  had  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  the  appropriate 
planning  to  meet  such  an  eventuality  should  it  threaten  this 
country,  had  to  be  considered.  Fortunately  no  such  epidemics 
have  materialised  such  as  the  virulent  and  devastating  pandemic 
outbreak  of  Influenza  as  followed  the  last  war. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  a  decrease  on  the  previous 
year,  being  15.78  against  17.94  and  is  also  slightly  lower  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  16.1. 

The  Death  Rate  of  11.39  is  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  when 
it  was  9.25,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  country  as  a  whole 
which  is  11.4. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  was  23  as  against 

22  in  1944. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  51.36  is  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  which  is  46.  On  the  other  hand 
the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  nil,  a  fact  which  gives  rise  to  much 
satisfaction. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  give  implementation  to  the 
Ministry's  Circular  179/44  calling  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Domestic-Help  Service.  The  necessity  for  such  a  service  in  the 
district  is  fully  appreciated.  Household  leaflets  were  circulated 
with  a  view  to  stimulating  public  interest  and  in  the  hope  of 
attracting  suitable  women  to  the  service,  but  the  response  in  woman 
power  was  disappointing.  Nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  to  achieve 
something  and  establish  some  such  service  in  the  coming  year. 

In  the  succeeding  pages  of  my  Report  will  be  found,  under 
their  appropriate  sections,  detailed  information  bearing  on: — 

(a)  Vital  Statistics  as  affecting  the  Area; 

(b)  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

(c)  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area; 

(d)  Housing; 

(e)  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food; 

(f)  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  support 
given  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committees. 

The  co-operation  of  the  private  practitioners  is  also  much 
appreciated,  and  the  willing  and  helpful  assistance  given  me  by 
brother  officers  of  the  Council  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1946. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate 

....  319 

162 

157  1 

L 

15.78 

Illegitimate 

12 

8 

4  1 

Still  Births: 

Total — 9. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Total  Births 

26.4" 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Rate 

Deaths 

....  239 

135 

104 

11.39 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth: — 
From  Sepsis,  0.  Other  puerperal  causes,  0. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ....  ....  ....  51.36 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  50.15 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  83.3 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ...  ....  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


1 

0 

0 


0 


BIRTH  RATES. 


SEDGLEY. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

1936 

288 

14.4 

14.8 

1937 

292 

14.4 

14  9 

1938 

321 

15.8 

15.1 

1939 

304 

14.69 

15.0 

1940 

299 

14.21 

14.6 

1941 

294 

13.77 

14.2 

1942 

331 

15.7 

15.8 

1943 

364 

17.37 

16.5 

1944 

378 

17.94 

17.6 

1945 

331 

15.78 

16.1 

DEATH 

RATES. 

SEDGLEY. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1936 

220 

11.0 

12.1 

1937 

222 

11.0 

12.4 

1938 

221 

10.9 

11.6 

1939 

251 

12.07 

12.1 

1940 

236 

11.22 

14.3 

1941 

242 

11.33 

12.9 

1942 

232 

11.0 

11.6 

1943 

235 

11.21 

12.1 

1944 

195 

9.25 

11.6 

1945 

239 

11.39 

11.4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Causes  of  Death: —  M. 

All  Causes  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  ....  135 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ....  ....  — 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

4  Whooping  Cough  .  — 

5  Diphtheria  .  — 

6  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ....  3 

7  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  5 

8  Syphilitic  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

9  Influenza  ....  ....  ...;  ....  ....  2 

10  Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

11  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio  encephalitis  ....  — 

12  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (males)  1 

and  uterus  (females) 


F. 

104 


14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

4 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

....  — 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

10 

17 

Diabetes  . 

....  — 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

16 

19 

Heart  disease  ....  ....  . 

30 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

....  — 

21 

Bronchitis  . 

19 

22 

Pneumonia  . 

9 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  digestive  disease*.  . 

28  Nephritis  ....  . 

29  Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  . 

30  Other  maternal  causes . 

31  Premature  birth  .... 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and 

infantile  diseases 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

35  Other  violent  causes 

36  All  other  causes  .... 


2 

1 


1 

6 


2 

2 

2 

2 

14 


5 

1 


1 

2 

9 

2 

18 

22 

-  o 
2 

1 


1 

3 

4 


1 

3 


5 

20 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1945. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year 

of  age: — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1  to  2  Weeks. 

2  to  3  Weeks. 

3  to  4  Weeks. 

fotal  under 

one  month 

1  to  3  Months. 

3  to  6  Months. 

6  to  9  Months. 

9  to  12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year 

Measles  .... 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms).... 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

• .  • . 

.... 

.... 

3 

1 

4 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

.... 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

Suffocation  . 

.... 

.... 

2 

.... 

2 

Birth  Injury 

1 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

1 

.... 

.... 

1 

Premature  Birth 

4 

.... 

.... 

4 

.... 

.... 

4 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

| 

.... 

1 

Marasmus 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 

Other  causes  ....  •  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

!  .... 

J 

.... 

1 

Total  .... 

7 

1 

1 

9 

1 

5 

1 

1 

17 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Year. 

SEDGLEY 

England  &  Wales 
Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

1934 

281 

13 

46.2 

59 

1935 

358 

23 

64.2 

57 

1936 

288 

21 

72.9 

59 

1937 

292 

15 

51.4 

58 

1938 

321 

17 

53.0 

53 

1939 

304 

26 

85.5 

50 

1940 

299 

9 

30.0 

55 

1941 

294 

18 

60.0 

59 

1942 

331 

12 

36.2 

49 

1943 

364 

22 

60.4 

49 

1944 

378 

12 

31.7 

46 

1945 

331 

17 

51,36 

46 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  among  children  under  two 

years  of  age. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Provision  for  admission  and  treatment  of  such  cases  is  made 
with  the  West  Midlands  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board  and 
accommodation  would  appear  to  be  ample,  no  difficulty  having 
been  experienced  in  getting  cases  admitted. 

Small  Pox. 

Arrangements  for  isolation  and  treatment  are  provided  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis. 

Treatment  is  administered  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolver¬ 
hampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis,  Dispensaries 
being  situate  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton,  and  various 
Sanatoria  are  available. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Facilities  for  treatment  are  provided  under  the  County 
Council  scheme. 

Maternity. 

Under  County  arrangements  Maternity  Units  are  available  at 
the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home,  Sedgley,  and  at  Wordsley. 

Midwives,  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  supervising  and  administering  Authority  is  the  County 
Council. 

General  Hospitals. 

All  such  are  situate  outside  the  Urban  District.  They  are 
the  voluntary  hospitals  of  Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Birming¬ 
ham.  They  are  easily  accessible  and  the  facilities  afforded  are 
made  full  use  of. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  Local  Authority  operates  its  own  ambulance  service  for 
surgical,  medical  and  accident  cases.  The  ambulance  is  stationed 
locally.  Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  and  Chemical 
analyses  are  made  at  the  respective  County  Laboratories.  The 
facilities  so  provided  are  in  constant  use  by  the  local  medical 
practitioners. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Goldthorn  Hill  area,  which  is  supplied 
by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation,  the  district  is  supplied  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
and  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  the  respective 
Engineers-in-Chief  of  those  undertakings  for  the  following  reports. 

(a)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

(i)  “  The  water  supplied  to  the  Urban  District  of  Sedgley 
has  been  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  The  Sedgley  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  Stations 
outside  the  Council's  boundaries.  All  waters  from  Pump¬ 
ing  Stations  owned  by  the  Company  are  examined 
regularly,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  Where 
treatment  is  installed,  both  raw  waters  and  treated  waters 
are  examined  bacteriologically. 

The  water  supply  within  the  Council's  boundary  is 
sampled  at  monthly  intervals  at  four  points,  viz: 

Sedgley  Tank  No.  1. 

Sedgley  Tank  No.  2. 

Sedgley  Reservoir. 

Waterman's  house,  Sedgley. 

During  the  year  1945,  the  twelve  samples  from  Sedgley 
Tank  No.  1,  and  the  twelve  from  Sedgley  Tank  No.  2 
were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

Thirteen  samples  were  examined  from  Sedgley  Reservoir, 
twelve  of  which  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  and 
one  contained  coliform  bacteria,  identified  as  aerogenes 
in  50  ml.,  giving  a  probable  number  of  5  per  100  ml. 

Fourteen  samples  were  examined  from  the  tap  at  the 
Waterman’s  house,  Sedgley.  Eleven  of  these  were  free 
from  coliform  bacteria,  one  confirmed  aerogenes,  and  two 
Bact.  Coli.,  with  probable  number  of  5  and  .8  per  100 
ml.  respectively. 
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The  average  chemical  results  for  1945  of  the  samples 
from  the  Waterman's  house,  Sedgley,  are: 


PH  . .  .... 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

6.9 

6.3  parts  per 

100,000 

Chloride  (Cl) 

2.86 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

0.25 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27°C.) 

0.012 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Temporary  hardness 

5.9 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Permanent  hardness 

4.4 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Total  hardness 

10.3 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Iron  (Fe)  .... 

0.003 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Manganese  (Mn)  . 

Nil 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

Free  Cl . 

Nil 

9  9  9  9 

9  9 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency, 

but  are 

examined  at  intervals  for  lead. 

Sterilisation  of  the  waters  is  carried  out, 

when  possible. 

at  the  pumping  stations.  This  is 

largely  precautionary. 

Contamination  of  mains  following  bursts  or  laying  of  new 
mains,  and  of  service  reservoirs  following  emptying,  is 
safeguarded  by  chlorination  on  site.  Special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  this  purpose. 

These  mains,  reservoirs,  etc.,  are  not  brought  back  into 
use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  pronounced 
satisfactory. 

(v)  The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  by  the  Company 
within  the  Urban  District  at  the  31st  December  last,  was 
5,244.  Of  this  number  about  935  obtained  their  supply 
either  from  taps  in  yard  or  taps  in  outhouses/ ’ 

(b)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking  is  a  mixture  of  waters  from  a  number  of 
sources  of  supply,  and  is  supplied  into  that  part  of  the  Sedgley 
Urban  District  which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Undertaking, 
including  Goldthorn  Park  Estate,  in  various  proportions  according 
to  the  varying  circumstances  obtaining  from  time  to  time. 

The  number  of  analyses  of  treated  water  going  into  supply,  are 
taken  at  various  convenient  points,  some  at  the  works  and  some 
from  the  distribution  system,  and  these  are  representative  of  water 
being  supplied  into  Sedgley  Urban  District.  These  figures  are 
for  the  12  months  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1945. 
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(i)  The  supply  of  water  to  the  portion  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  area  concerned  has  been  satisfactory  both  (a) 
in  quality,  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  raw  water  and 
where  treatment  is  necessary,  of  the  water  going  into 
supply.  The  following  is  a  table  of  the  number  of 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  made. 


(a)  The  number  of  Bacteriological  Analyses  made 

of  raw  water  before  treatment  .  56 

The  number  of  Chemical  Analyses  or  raw  water 
before  treatment  ....  ....  .  ....  6 

(b)  Number  of  Bacteriological  Analyses  made  of 

water  going  into  supply  .  ....  231 

Number  of  Chemical  Analyses  made  of  water 
going  into  supply  .  38 


The  figures  under  Section  (b)  include  89  Bacteriological 
analyses  and  two  Chemical  analyses  of  water  going  into  supply, 
where  treatment  was  not  necessary. 

The  results  of  the  231  Bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
going  into  supply  was  that  222  were  entirely  free  from  presumptive 
B.  coli-aerogenes,  and  only  nine  showed  presumptive  B.  coli- 
aerogenes  and  in  no  case  exceeded  the  group  1  to  2  presumptive 
B.  coli-aerogenes  per  100  ml.  On  further  examination  of  the  latter, 
there  was  found  to  be  no  faecal  coli  present  in  any  sample. 

With  regard  to  the  Chemical  Analyses,  two  typical  analyses 
representative  of  the  water  supplied  into  the  Gold  thorn  Hill  area 
are  given. 

Sample  W34/45  Wolverhampton. 

Chemical  Analysis.  20th  November,  1945. 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.0060 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ....  ....  .  ....  0.0032 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . .  ....  ....  3.70 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  ....  ....  ....  0.15 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at  80°F.  in  4  hrs.  0.048 
Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ....  ....  ....  ....  36 

Appearance  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Bright  and  Clear 

Hardness:  Temporary  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10.0 

Permanent  ...  ....  .  ....  ....  11.2 

Total  .  21.2 

pH  value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7.48 

Metals  .  Absent 

Free  Chlorine  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.02 
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Sample  W33/45  Finchfield. 

Chemical  Analysis.  13th  November,  1945. 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at  80°F.  in  4  hrs 
Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C. 


Appearance 

Hardness:  Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 

pH  value  . 

Free  Chlorine 
Metals  . 


Bright,  few  sm 


0.0000 
0.0000 
10.50 
Trace 
0.002 
40 

all  particles 
4.4 
19.2 
23.6 
7.24 
Absent 
Absent 


(iii)  The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking  does  not  have  a  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(iv)  Subsequent  to  treatment  where  necessary  at  the  supply 
works  there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  water 
going  into  supply.” 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area  supplied  direct  from  the  mains  is  estimated  as  719. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Jones,  B.Sc.  (Eng.),  Assoc.  Mem.  Inst.  C.E., 
your  Surveyor,  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  report: 

“  Sewerage. 

During  the  past  year,  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  have  been 
constructed  at  the  Lower  Gornal  Estate  for  270  houses. 

The  sewer  in  the  field  parallel  to  Grosvenor  Road  collapsed 
completely,  due  to  mining  subsidence,  and  until  such  time  as  the 
ground  is  stable,  the  sewage  from  the  houses  here  will  be  taken 
into  a  cesspool  near  The  Red  Cow  Inn. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  four  Disposal  Works  have  produced  a  consistently  satis¬ 
factory  effluent,  though  there  is  evidence  that  Gospel  End  Works 
and  Upper  Gornal  Works  are  working  to  capacity. 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  at  Lower  Gornal  Works  due  to 
serious  ponding  of  the  filters.  The  cause  of  the  ponding  appears 
to  be  sludge  carried  in  excess  from  the  settlement  tanks.  Chlorina- 
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tion  is  to  be  tried  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the  clogging  before  the 
winter. 

At  Beacon  Works,  experiments  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Department  of  Industrial  and  Scientific  Research  with  a  view  to 
arriving  at  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the  fly 
nuisance  at  sewage  works.  The  sewage  has  been  dosed  with 
D.D.T.  and  very  recently,  gammexane,  a  similar  compound. 

Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year,  extensive  internal  damage  had  to  be  repaired 
at  the  conveniences  at  Upper  Gornal.  Since  the  repairs,  further 
wilful  damage  has  been  done. 

The  provision  of  a  Public  Convenience  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Bull  Ring  has  been  considered  by  the  Council,  and  investigation 
is  proceeding  into  suitable  sites." 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  manner.  Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

HOUSING. 

It  is  fully  appreciated  that,  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  and 
demand  for  housing  accommodation  at  the  present  moment,  the 
policy  should  be  one  of  conservation  as  far  as  is  compatible  with 
health  and  has  been  so.  Only  the  intervention  of  the  war  in  1939 
and  the  stringency  of  the  housing  situation  and  the  shortage  of 
building  material  and  labour  since,  have  reprieved  many 
properties.  It  is  now  felt  that,  in  the  interest  of  the  Public  Health 
and  the  community,  the  policy  of  conservation  in  respect  of  such 
properties  can  now  no  longer  be  considered  nor  appropriate  action 
any  longer  postponed. 

Progress,  in  relation  to  provision  of  new  houses  for  the 
re-accommodation  of  families  living  in  unfit  houses  and  for  the 
relief  of  overcrowding,  like  the  rest  of  the  country,  suffered  a 
severe  set-back  as  a  result  of  the  war,  and  it  can  only  be  hoped 
that  the  start  that  has  now  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  sites 
for  50  prefabricated  houses  and  96  permanent  houses  will  help 

considerably  in  ameliorating  housing  conditions  in  the  coming  year. 

< 

There  are  174  known  cases  of  overcrowding  as  revealed  from 
applications  for  houses  and  from  routine  visits  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector.  No  doubt,  a  considerable  number  more  would  be 
discovered  if  a  systematic  survey  of  the  district  were  again  carried 
out  as  before  the  war.  Such  investigation  and  intensive  enquiry 
has  not  been  possible  during  the  war  years. 
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The  number  of  applications  for  houses  to  date  is  1,071. 


(a)  Childless  Couples  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  320 

(b)  Husband,  wife  and  1  child  ....  ....  ....  317 

,,  ,,  ,,  2  children  ....  ....  ....  225 

,,  ,,  ,,  3  children  ....  ....  ....  86 

,,  ,,  ,,  4  children  and  over  ....  38 

(c)  Others  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  85 

The  number  of  families  still  occupying  houses  now  under 
Demolition  Orders  and  awaiting  re-accommodation  ....  11 


(includes  three  single  persons) 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  in  the  District  is  1,362. 

The  Housing  Committee  decided  that  the  letting  of  Council 
houses,  both  permanent  and  temporary,  should  be  subject  to  the 
following  conditions: 

(a)  That,  in  deciding  upon  priority,  applications  should  be  based 

on  a  Points  System  (vide  below). 

(b)  That,  where  the  points  awarded  are  equal,  and  there  is  a 

larger  number  of  applicants  than  the  number  of  houses 
available,  the  applicants  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  of  priority,  namely — 

(i)  Medical  reasons. 

(ii)  Overcrowding. 

(iii)  Condition  of  property. 

(c)  That  in  difficult  cases  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Com¬ 

mittee  be  consulted. 

(d)  That  at  each  meeting  of  the  Housing  Committee  a  report 

showing  the  houses  let  since  the  last  meeting,  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  houses  have  been 
allocated,  the  points  awarded,  and  the  reasons  why  the 
points  were  awarded,  should  be  submitted. 

Point  System. 

(i)  Living  in  house  with  Demolition  Order  or  Closing  Order 

on  same  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(ii)  If  house  is  not  condemned  but  in  a  very  bad  insanitary 

condition  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(iii)  Overcrowding  (based  on  the  number  of  bedrooms  avail¬ 

able  and  the  separation  of  sexes  above  the  age  of 
ten  years)  . ;  ....  .  1 

(iv)  Overcrowding  according  to  Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  1 

(v)  Very  bad  overcrowding,  an  additional  ....  .  1 

(vi)  Never  had  a  house  of  their  own  .  1 

(vii)  Never  had  a  house  of  their  own  and  married  over  five 

years,  an  additional  ....  ....  ...;  ....  ....  1 
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Points  can  also  be  awarded  under  the  following  heads,  but 
only  in  those  cases  which  are  admitted  for  consideration  under 
any  of  the  above  heads. 

(i)  For  each  child  of  the  applicant  under  the  age  of  ten 

years  as  at  the  1st  January  in  any  year  ....  ....  1 

(ii)  Ex-service  man  or  woman  ....  ....  .  ....  1 

(iii)  Ex-service  man  or  woman  demanding  special  considera-  . 
tion  by  reason  of  disability  or  some  other  approved 
reason  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(iv)  War  widow  .  ....  .  ....  1 

(v)  Medical  reason  (subject  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

being  satisfied  that  such  house  accommodation  is 
necessary  for  the  satisfactory  treatment  of  the  case)  1 

(vi)  Applicant  or  spouse  resident  or  normally  resident  in  the 

district  for  a  period  of  at  least  twelve  months  ....  1 

Special  consideration  to  be  given  to  medical  cases  where  even 
though  none  of  the  required  qualifications  under  Item  (i) 
to  (vii)  are  present,  it  is  desirable  that  a  house  should  be 
allocated  to  the  case. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Premises. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored  were  kept  under 
close  observation,  and  in  no  case  had  any  action  to  be  taken  on 
anything  of  a  serious  nature.  The  bakehouses  were  clean  and  well 
maintained.  All  fried  fish  shops  have  modern  stoves  and  these 
businesses  are  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Dairies  and 
cowsheds  were  visited  periodically  and  although  some  minor 
improvements  could  be  carried  out  here,  there  was  nothing  found 
to  which  serious  objection  could  be  taken.  There  are  few  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  district,  and  these  are  small  places  and 
are  kept  very  well.  A  few  small  general  shops  could  do  with 
brightening  up,  especially  in  the  way  of  re-decoration.  This  matter 
will  receive  attention  at  an  early  date,  when  conditions  in  the 
building  industry  improve. 

Particulars  of  inspections  and  details  in  respect  of  same  are 
given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  the  Report. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins,  Inspector  of  South  Staffordshire,  has 
furnished  me  with  the  following  report: — 


PARTICULARS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  SEDGLEY  U.D. 

DURING  1945. 


Article 

Samples  taken. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Milk 

29 

29 

— 

General  Foods 

13 

13 

— 

42 

42 

— 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Cleanliness. 

T.B. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Specially  Designated — 
Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

5 

5 

Accredited 

1 

1 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Undesignated 

24 

19 

5 

1 

The  two  Pasteurised  samples  also  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test 

for  Pasteurisation. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  shows 
an  increase  on  last  year,  the  number  of  notifications  being  321 
against  129  last  year.  This  increase  was  mainly  due  to  Measles 

Measles. 

242  cases  were  notified,  approximately  ten  times  more  than 
last  year,  and  this  is  in  keeping  with  the  country  as  a  whole,  where 
it  was  as  much  as  fifteen  times  greater  in  the  first  and  second 
quarters  of  the  year.  This  wave  of  measles  incidence  would  appear 
to  be  a  biennial  occurrence.  There  was  one  death. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  totalled  29,  of  which  nine  cases  were  admitted  to 
Hospital,  home  nursing  being  possible  in  all  other  instances. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  only  11  cases  against  47  last  year. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  16  cases  against  10  last  year.  Six  cases  were 
admitted  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  are  always  available  on 
application  to  the  Health  Department. 

Influenza. 

There  was  no  noteworthy  incidence. 

The  incidence  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  is  shown  in 
appended  table. 

The  total  admissions  for  all  Infectious  Diseases  to  the  West 
Midlands  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  was  18. 
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Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory: — 

Nose  and  Throat  48 

of  which  9  showed  Morphological  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 

Sputum  Tests  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ....  ....  55 

of  which  12  were  positive. 

Pleural  Effusion  .  ....  4 

Fasces  Tests  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

General  Measures. 

Surveillance  of  Small-Pox  contacts  on  disembarkation  from 
ships  which  had  had  a  case  on  board  during  the  voyage,  and  on 
return  to  their  homes;  and  of  those  who  have,  of  necessity,  had 
to  pass  through  Typhus  infected  areas,  has  been  carried  out  as 
a  routine  precautionary  measure. 

School  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  are  carefully 
scrutinised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance 
and  localisation. 

Schools  are  disinfected  when  considered  desirable.  The 
opening  wide  of  windows  to  ensure  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air 
is  also  insisted  upon  during  week-ends  and  holiday  periods. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have 
been  exposed  to  infection  is  also  carried  out  in  all  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  other  cases 
of  long  standing  disease. 

Disinfection  is  by  means  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and 
disinfectant  fluid. 

Scabies. 

The  prevalence  of  this  disease  would  still  appear  to  be 
considerable. 

The  treatment  centre  situate  at  Burton  House,  with  a  staff 
of  three  male  and  two  female  attendants,  continues  to  render  an 
essential  service. 

It  is  found  that  persons  affected  are  more  ready  to  present 
themselves  for  treatment  than  in  previous  years. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  exercise  statutory  powers. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  district  as  revealed  by 
enquiry  at  the  Clinics  in  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  would 
suggest  that  it  is  extremely  low  and  that  educational  and  propa¬ 
ganda  campaigns  are  not  without  effect. 
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5  years  and  under  15  years  of  age. 
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In  terms  of  total  child  population  under  15  years  of  age  this 
would  mean  that  70%  have  received  protective  treatment.  This 
percentage  may  possibly  be  slightly  higher  if  those  children  who 
have  been  done  by  their  own  doctor  under  private  arrangement 
are  taken  into  account,  but  no  statistical  figures  in  this  respect  for 
the  period  under  review  are  available. 

VACCINATION. 

It  is  estimated  that  only  about  25%  of  school  children  have 
been  vaccinated  in  infancy. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  was  19  Pul¬ 
monary  and  4  Non-Pulmonary,  as  against  18  Pulmonary  and  4 
Non-Pulmonary  in  1944. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulm 

onary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  4  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5  to  9  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

10  to  14  years 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  to  19  years 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

20  to  24  years 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

25  to  34  years 

2 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

35  to  44  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  years 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

55  to  64  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  yrs.  &  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

11 

4 

— 

3 

5 

5 

1 

YEARLY  FIGURES  FOR  THE  LAST  DECADE. 


NEW  CASES.  | 

DEATHS. 

Year. 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

1936 

18 

3 

6 

1 

1937 

13 

6 

6 

1 

1938 

11 

7 

7 

4 

1939 

25 

O 

La 

14 

3 

1940 

16 

3 

12 

1 

1941 

23 

7 

16 

6 

1942 

32 

9 

14 

6 

1943 

23 

— 

14 

— 

1944 

18 

4 

10 

2 

1945 

19 

4 

8 

6 
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I  take  the  liberty  ot  quoting  from  the  1944  Annual  Report  of 
Dr.  Carruthers,  the  late  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the 
treatment  and  control  of  this  disease: — 

“  The  treatment  scheme  is  administered  by  the  Stafford¬ 
shire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuber¬ 
culosis  .  .  . 

“  The  Public  Health  Service  is,  however,  concerned  with 
preventive  measures,  the  most  important  aspect  of  which  is 
housing  and  the  danger  of  overcrowded  conditions  .  .  . 

“  It  should  therefore  be  the  aim  of  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment  of  each  Local  Authority  to  facilitate  separate  sleeping 
accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  it  is  gratifying  that  many,  appreciating  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  such  provision,  give  this  unfortunate  section  of  the 
community  priority  when  allocating  dwellings  .  .  . 

“  Doubtless  had  the  war  not  occurred,  housing  activity 
would  have  produced  better  results,  and  the  hope  is  once  again 
expressed  that,  when  the  extensive  housing  schemes  now  con¬ 
templated  are  being  furthered,  the  problem  will  be  borne  pro¬ 
minently  in  mind.  In  the  meantime,  Local  Authorities  are  urged, 
when  considering  applications  for  existing  houses,  to  give  special 
consideration  to  those  families  where  danger  of  infection,  due 
to  the  presence  of  positive  cases,  is  enhanced  by  existing  over¬ 
crowded  conditions." 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  your  Housing  Committee  is  in  full 
agreement  with  the  above  observations  and  that  they  have  directed 
that  as  effective  implementation  as  possible  be  given  to  them. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

HOUSING. 

So  much  has  been  written  in  previous  annual  reports  about 
the  housing  position,  that  there  is  little  further  to  be  said.  The 
year  1945  saw  no  re-housing,  and  as  the  year  gave  us  victory  in 
the  war,  we  experienced  the  results  of  the  beginning  of  demobilisa¬ 
tion.  This  meant  an  increased  number  of  applicants  for  houses 
and  more  urgent  demands  from  those  seeking  accommodation. 

During  the  year  seven  existing  Council  Houses  became  vacant, 
and  these  were  let  to  the  most  urgent  cases  in  our  list  of  applicants. 
A  simple  but  effective  points  system  has  been  devised  and  approved 
by  the  Council.  By  this  means  houses  are  allocated  with  fairness 
to  all  concerned.  The  actual  allocation  of  houses  is  left  entirely 
to  the  officers  appointed  by  the  Housing  Committee,  the  Collector 
and  myself,  and  this  arrangement  has  worked  smoothly  and 
efficiently  for  several  years. 

The  national  appeal  for  spare  living  accommodation  in  houses 
met  with  practically  no  response.  Only  one  offer  was  made  and 
registered.  This  result  has  surprised  no  one. 

The  statistics  regarding  overcrowding  in  the  district  are  still 
unreliable.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  in  our 
register  was  174.  As  demobilisation  proceeds,  this  figure  will 
increase  considerably.  Vigorously  pushing  forward  with  the 
housing  programme  is  the  only  solution.  However,  much  could 
be  done  to  ease  the  acute  misery  in  many  houses  by  the  exercise 
of  a  little  toleration  and  kindness  of  heart  on  the  part  of  many 
parents.  The  interviewing  of  hundreds  of  applicants  for  houses 
has  brought  home  forcibly  to  my  mind  the  fact  that  much  of 
the  unhappiness  brought  about  through  living  in  lodgings  is  due 
to  the  needless  unpleasantness  of  people  who  themselves  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  married  in  easier  times. 

Repairs  to  existing  houses  were  proceeded  with  as  energetically 
as  circumstances  allowed,  details  of  the  work  carried  out  is  given 
in  the  section  headed  “  Notices.” 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  are  five  houses  in  the  district  without  a  gravitation  water 
supply.  Two  of  these  have  neither  wells  nor  springs  and  water 
has  to  be  carried  a  considerable  distance.  Both  houses  are  under 
demolition  order,  and  we  hope  to  re-house  the  tenants  at  an  early 
date.  Other  two  of  the  houses  are  situated  well  in  the  country  in 
the  area  known  as  Baggeridge  Woods.  Water  supply  is  obtained 
from  wells,  and  both  can  be  described  as  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
fifth  house  obtains  its  water  from  a  spring  close  at  hand.  The 
tenant  is  the  owner  of  the  house  and  there  appears  no  serious 
objection  here. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Only  one  slaughterhouse  is  at  present  in  use  in  the  district 
— a  small  bacon  factory,  where  435  pigs  were  inspected  during  the 
year. 

In  addition  to  these,  44  cottagers'  pigs  were  inspected  at 
various  premises  throughout  the  district. 

From  the  total  of  479  pigs  inspected,  4  cwts.  3  qrs.  14  lbs.  of 
meat  was  condemned,  detailes  given  below. 

Affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Heads  ....  ....  ....  25 

Plucks  ....  .  6 


Affected  with  other  diseases. 

Natural  death  1  carcass. 

Cirrhosis  1  liver. 


Portions  of  organs  affected  with  various  minor  diseases  are 
not  included  in  the  above  figures. 

The  percentage  of  pigs  found  affected  with  tuberculosis  was 
19  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  foodstuffs  of  all  kinds  were  examined 
in  shops,  and  the  quantities  detailed  below  were  certified  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


Prunes 

Sultanas 

Cheese 

Dates 

Bacon 

Ham 

Eggs 

Meat 

Fish 

Milk 

Soup 

Beans 

Marmalade 

Peas 


331 

lbs. 

11 

lbs. 

8 

lbs. 

30 

lbs. 

221 

lbs. 

31 

lbs. 

268 

65 

tins 

95 

tins 

30 

tins 

1 

tin 

28 

tins 

7 

tins 

4 

tins 

INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year,  inspections  to  premises  of  various  kinds 
numbered  2,646.  In  addition,  573  re-inspections  were  made. 

The  types  of  property  visited  are  listed  in  the  table  below. 

Ambulance  ....  ....  ....  ....  70 

Ashbins  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  53 

Ashpits  .  ....  ....  ....  10 


26 


Bakehouses 
Billeting 
Cesspools 
Cottagers’  Pigs 
Drainage 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

Food  Premises 
Factories 

General  Nuisances 
Houses  under  P.H.A. 
Housing  Act 
Houses  Fumigated 
Infectious  Diseases 
Interviews 

Letting  of  Council  House 
Licensed  Premises 
Miscellaneous 
Overcrowding 
Public  Cleansing  .... 

Piggeries  ....  . 

Privies 

Re-inspections 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Salvage 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
War  Emergencies — A.R.P. 


22 

2 

6 

59 

36 

125 

16 

56 

2 

11 

228 

28 

24 

87 

64 

263 

7 

7 

2 

1120 

1 

15 

573 

81 

127 

115 

2 

7 


NOTICES. 

The  number  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year  was 
216.  Of  this  number,  and  those  outstanding  from  the  previous 
year,  247  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  48  statutory  notices  during  the  year 
and  all  of  these  were  complied  with. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  district  as  a  result  of  the  above  notices. 


Ashbins  provided 

154 

Burst  pipes  repaired 

12 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

20 

Ceilings  limewashed 

3 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired 

10 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  .... 

5 

Doors  renewed 

9 

Doors  repaired  ....  . 

14 

Drainage  altered  ....  . 

1 
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Drainage  cleared  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Dry  rot  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Firegrates  repaired  ....  ...  ....  25 

Floors  repaired  ....  .  24 

Hot  water  system  repaired  . .  2 

House  roofs  repaired  ....  ....  ....  78 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Plasterwork  repaired  ....  ....  ....  28 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ....  ....  6 

Sinks  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Spouting  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Stair  Treads  repaired  ....  ....  ....  17 

Walls  pointed  ....  ....  .  3 

Walls  limewashed  ....  ....  ....  11 

Washing  Boiler  repaired  or  renewed  ....  19 

Water  supply  provided  ....  ....  ....  7 

W.C.'s  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

W.C.’s  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

W.C.  new  pans  provided  ....  ....  12 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  ....  ....  ....  19 

Windows  repaired  ....  ....  ....  56 

Windows  provided  ....  ....  ....  7 

Yards  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Yard  paving  relaid  .  ....  9 


CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  Cleansing  Department  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties.  With  one  exception, 
the  vehicles  are  old  and  continually  requiring  repairs.  The  obtain¬ 
ing  of  spare  parts  was  often  extremely  dfhcult.  To  crown  all,  the 
Bedford  lorry  became  a  complete  wreck  during  the  early  months 
of  the  winter,  leaving  the  entire  work  of  the  department  to  be 
carried  on  with  three  vehicles. 

During  the  year,  the  W.V.S.,  who  had  helped  us  throughout 
the  war  with  the  collection  of  salvage,  found  that  they  were 
unable  to  continue  this  service,  thus  putting  a  further  strain  on 
the  department. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  dustbins,  meant  that  the  workmen 
were  considerably  delayed  at  numerous  houses  where  the  refuse 
had  to  be  shovelled  up  from  the  ground.  The  result  of  the  policy 
of  supplying  only  thin  japanned  bins  during  the  latter  stages  of 
the  war,  is  now  showing  itself.  These  bins  are  now  falling  to  pieces 
and  the  replacements  required  are  additional  to  the  normal  wearing 
out  of  the  galvanised  bins. 
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During  the  year  the  refuse  tip  at  Humphrey  Street  was  closed, 
save  for  an  occasional  use  in  exceptional  circumstances.  A  piece 
of  ground  in  Holloway  Street  was  purchased  and  is  in  use  now 
as  our  mam  tipping  ground.  All  tipping  is  carried  out  by  con¬ 
trolled  methods,  and  when  the  work  is  finished,  this  should  be 
a  very  valuable  piece  of  ground. 

In  the  area  there  are  considerable  stretches  of  road,  often 
with  good  class  houses  on  them,  which  are  unsewered.  There  are, 
therefore,  a  very  large  number  of  cesspools  in  the  district,  and  as 
most  of  the  ground  is  clay,  frequent  emptyings  are  necessary  in 
order  to  avoid  serious  nuisance.  The  vehicle  which  carries  out 
this  work  has  also  to  undertake  the  cleaning  out  of  street  gulleys 
and  collects  most  of  the  salvage.  For  salvage  work  an  inter¬ 
changeable  body  is  used.  This  vehicle  is  also  used  for  other  odd 
jobs  of  an  urgent  character  and  has  to  take  over  the  collection  of 
house  refuse  when  either  of  the  other  vehicles  breaks  down.  It 
can  be  readily  seen,  therefore,  that  the  vehicle  is  not  given  a 
proper  chance  to  carry  out  efficiently  the  work  for  which  it  was 
intended,  namely  cesspool  and  gully  emptying. 

There  are  about  400  privies  in  the  district  and  these  are 
cleared  by  horse  and  cart.  Nothing  can  be  said  in  favour  of  these 
insanitary  conveniences,  and  their  complete  removal  is  planned 
for  the  near  future.  • 

SALVAGE. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  further  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  salvage  recovered.  This  was  due  both  to  the  general  attitude 
of  the  public  and  to  transport  difficulties  in  the  department.  Time 
after  time  a  choice  had  to  be  made — salvage  or  something  else, 
and  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  salvage  had  to  be  relegated 
to  second  place. 

I  append  a  table  showing  the  tonnage  of  materials  salvaged 
during  the  past  six  years. 


1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Kitchen 

Waste  8 

116 

222 

194 

181 

167 

Paper 

....  90 

106 

127 

92 

68 

61 

Tins 

....  39 

65 

75 

41 

— 

25 

Cullett 

....  12 

29 

26 

33 

24 

9 

Metal 

....  17 

10 

14 

13 

8 

7 

Jars 

....  10 

10 

14 

16 

9 

6 

Bottles 

— 

8 

10 

7 

5 

6 

Rags 

2 

5 

6 

6 

5 

5 

Bones 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

Rubber 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

— 

183 

354 

501 

408 

307 

289 

29 


The  prices  received  for  the  above-mentioned  materials  were: — 


1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Paper 

....  352 

432 

725 

589 

437 

395 

Kitchen 

Waste  35 

158 

371 

311 

285 

264 

Rags 

9 

20 

69 

97 

91 

73 

Tins 

....  35 

64 

92 

41 

— 

23 

Metal 

....  34 

30 

43 

39 

20 

21 

Bottles 

....  32 

32 

43 

38 

32 

38 

Jars 

— 

28 

52 

70 

38 

28 

Cullett 

11 

25 

23 

33 

24 

9 

Bones 

15 

18 

12 

18 

23 

15 

Rubber 

— 

— 

4 

6 

2 

— 

£527 

£807 

£1434 

£1242 

£952 

£866 

VERMIN. 

Little  serious  trouble  was  experienced  throughout  the  year  with 
vermin. 

Work  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  was  proceeded 
with  as  the  occasion  arose.  The  sewers  in  the  district  were  given  a 
second  treatment.  The  results  were  not  so  startling  as  in  the 
previous  year,  but  this  was  only  to  be  expected  owing  to  the  heavy 
kill  then  experienced.  The  sewage  disposal  works  were  treated  at 
the  same  time,  but  I  am  afraid  that  further  attention  will  have  to 
be  given  to  these  in  the  spring.  Other  premises  treated  were  mainly 
private  houses,  as  there  are  practically  no  works  in  the  district, 
and  none  where  any  sign  of  rat  infestation  was  observed. 

A  number  of  houses  were  treated  for  ants  and  cockroaches, 
especially  during  the  summer  months,  but  once  again  I  have  to 
report  that  no  bugs  were  discovered  anywhere  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 


DAVID  J.  W.  ROBERTSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


